
FAQ’S  

If I do not send my child back, will they have access to on-line learning as the teacher will be in 

school?  

Current arrangements will remain in place for home learning for all ages.  Children will not be able to 

interact on teams as much from home as the teacher will have to concentrate on those in their 

bubble. We intend to give teachers of years 2-5 opportunities in the school day to monitor/interact 

with the children at home. Prompt exits from school, directed time and Friday afternoons will give 

teachers opportunities to plan and respond within the home-learning context.  Key worker children 

will be in mixed age bubbles accessing the home learning work given.  They will not be getting 

taught directly, but assisted and supervised on the tasks they have been set. 

Will I be fined if my child does not attend school? 

No you will not, attendance is at your discretion.  Children or families will not be hassled over 

attendance and home learning will continue for all non-attenders across all ages. 

Can I change my mind once I have made my decision not to return?  

Parents have until May 27th to decide if they would like their child to be in school. After this 

deadline, we will not be able to change the bubbles that we have placed children in for the first two 

weeks, so you will have to keep the children at home until Monday 15th June.  After this the next 

starting date will be June 29th. 

When will I find out what bubble my child is in?  Can I request a change? 

We will finalise the allocation of children within the bubbles after the May 27th deadline.  Parents 

will be informed by Friday May 29th (assuming the plans we intend to implement are still achievable).  

Decisions will not be reversed. 

Are you confident that you can follow government guidelines/recommendations and put in place 

the additional measures?  

We’re currently going through all legislation and guidance that the government has released. The 

school is completing a risk assessment which will be approved by the governing body and submitted 

to the Local Authority. Over the half term, signage and markings will be placed inside and outside 

the school. Handwashing signs, showing children how to wash their hands are going up in all 

classroom and bathroom areas. Social distancing will be promoted as much as we can with little 

children. We have ordered PPE equipment for staff to use for first aid and have been having the 

school regularly and thoroughly cleaned during this lockdown period and over half term to make 

sure that we are ready for the return of children and staff. Additional cleaning measures will be 

introduced continuously through the day and after school finishes. 

Will all pupils be encouraged to maintain a sensible distance from one another?  

The government guidance talks about the bubbles being the model to follow and that social 

distancing should be encouraged, but with younger children that this will not always be possible. 

Each bubble will therefore be managed slightly differently. The older children will have stricter social 

distancing measures in place compared to those in reception.  Yes, we will encourage it and 

desks/places will be placed as best we can to keep them as far as part as possible when stationary in 

class.  

 



The government guidance states: 

We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be 
expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children 
back to early years and schools, we are taking this into account. Schools should therefore work 
through the hierarchy of measures set out below: 

• avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

• frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

• regular cleaning of settings 

• minimising contact and mixing 

It is still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, and we can achieve 
that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring children, young people and staff where possible, 
only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group stays away from other people and 
groups. 

How will children be social distancing in class and at break and lunchtimes?  

Each bubble will have a different break time and lunchtime. Each bubble will be able to interact with 

each other and play together. We will explain to children that they should not be touching or 

cuddling. But they will not be expected to keep 2m apart – this could only be facilitated if they were 

in individual zones which we will not do.  Children will be washing hands at the end of every break. 

Will adults be wearing masks? 

The government advice is for staff and children not to wear masks.  In situations where PPE may be 

required staff will wear masks/visors eg. First Aid. Children should and will be made aware of this. 

On returning to school, will children receive fairly structured lessons/subjects?  

Teachers will be adapting the curriculum to the situation and will try to provide as broad and 

balanced curriculum as possible.  Lessons will be different however, with staff adjusting and 

delivering Maths, Writing, Reading and Phonics regularly as best they can. 

Will each hub have a designated teacher that stays with their group for the term?  

Each bubble will have a designated teacher and TA and they will not move from bubble to bubble, 

unless they have to due to unforeseen circumstances.  Staff absence/self-isolation could potentially 

cause difficulties in ensuring provision, and the school will have to respond accordingly.  

Will my child be taught by my classteacher? 

The current advice is that bubbles should remain consistent with no mix wherever possible.  Whilst 

the classteacher will plan and set the work, at this moment the teachers will remain with their 

allocated bubble.   

Would it be possible for children to keep their own stationery sets throughout the day rather than 

sharing to minimise the risk? 

Children will have their own basic writing equipment labelled and provided by school.  Key Stage 2 

children may bring in their own equipment.  Children will have individual pots on their own desk. 



Water bottles  

Each child can bring in a bottle to school that will remain on their desk. These will be taken home 

daily for washing. 

How will children be sat at lunchtime and will they get to play with one another?  

Each bubble will eat together at their desks in their classroom. After eating they will have the 

opportunity to play together but will not be required to keep 2m apart (as this is not in the 

government guidance and extremely difficult to achieve). Whilst playing they will be told and 

reminded that they shouldn’t touch each other. After break and lunch children will be required to 

wash their hands.  

How many times per day will they be asked to wash their hands and will things, like pencils, be 

cleaned daily?  

Washing of hands will be regular. Children will be expected to wash their hands on arrival, at break 

time and after break, before and after lunch, and before they go home. The class teacher will then 

decide depending on the activity and whether or not the children have been outside on when 

handwashing should take place. All teaching staff will have read the guidance so will know the 

seriousness of making children wash their hands regularly. The school will be cleaned daily. Tables 

will be cleaned before and after children eat their lunch. Each classroom will also have cleaning 

equipment, spray and wipes available to them for a quick clean whenever they need to. This will 

remain in place until the end of the school year as a minimum.  

Will all children be temperature checked daily on arrival?  

The guidance does not recommend that we take temperature checks daily. Any child who has a high 

temperature or is displaying any of the symptoms should not attend school.  Parents doing a final 

temperature check before setting off to school would be greatly appreciated.  Any child showing 

illness or symptoms will have their temperature taken and will be isolated immediately and parents 

contacted as a matter of urgency. Parents should then follow government guidance on testing. 

Do parents have to accompany children into school or can we leave at the gates?  

Reception and Year 1 children must be accompanied by a trusted adult.  There will be clear social 

distancing measures in place. Two metre markings/spots will be placed. All children will enter the 

premises via the usual gate entrance where Mr Drury stands. Parents will need to drop their child 

quickly to class at a point near to the classroom door – parents need to discuss this with their 

children beforehand. Parents will then leave the site following the one-way system, eventually 

leaving the school premises through the other side gate (which is open on a rainy day), following the 

path to the gate opposite to the gate you entered the school through. Signs will be in place! 

 If our child/ren come back on June 1st and things get worse, can we remove them from the 

provision?  

If you decide that you feel the situation is not working and you would like to remove your child that 

would be your parental choice.  The government has instructed non-attendance at school will not 

result in fines for parents during this period.  

Will children be required to wear uniform? 

The guidance states that clothes worn to school should be washed upon returning home.  To help 

parents I’m happy for children to come to school in comfortable and practical clothing as they will be 



wearing the same clothes for all activities.  Trainers will need to be worn as we will be outside and 

active.  School uniform / PE kit can be worn if you would prefer. 

 

Will children require PE kit?  

Children are advised to be in school with trainers and comfortable and practical clothing.  We will 

not have normal changing arrangements for Year 6, so clothes that can be worn for games and all 

day is advised. 

How will children be sat in their classrooms?  

Every child will have their own desk and equipment to work at. They will keep their own equipment 

to help and guide them during learning. For children in Key Stage 2 a pencil case with their own 

equipment is allowed. The Reception class will be slightly different as they do not learn in the same 

way. The teachers will make sure that each child has their own equipment which will be regularly 

cleaned and wiped as the pupils move through the learning activities. 

What happens if a member of staff or a child falls ill whilst at school? 

There is clear guidance given by the government which we will follow if a member of staff or child 

falls ill whilst at school.  I attach the link below which clarifies the actions we would take. 

Can I meet with my child’s class teacher? 

Meetings are strongly discouraged and will be only authorised by the Headteacher where deemed 

absolutely necessary.  E-mail and phone calls should suffice during this period. 

If my child is upset or hurt what will happen? 

Staff will deal with this in their usual friendly and reassuring manner, as normal.  Staff will wear PPE 

whilst administering first aid and are encouraged to take necessary precautions which exceeds the 

governments guidance. Children will be advised of adults maybe wearing masks in these situations. 

Will medication be administered by the school? 

During this period we do not want visitors entering the school wherever possible.  Medicine will 

therefore be administered at school – accompanying forms will be required.  All medication will 

need to be labelled and up to date.  Teachers will keep any medication in the child’s classroom. 

How will toilets be managed? 

Toilets will be one in and one out with regularly cleaning from staff. Bubbles in reception will use the 

toilets nearest to them, Year 6 will use the first aid room and the other groups will use the main 

toilets. 

Why are you doing a phased return? 

We think that both children and staff will benefit from a transition period into school.  Activities in 

the first few days will concentrate on making the children feel happy, safe and secure.  New routines 

will be established and practised. Hopefully as we move through the days patterns will emerge and 

learning will become a bit more familiar to everyone.  We are intending to create a video for parents 

and children to see the school before June 1st – to prepare them a little more on what school will 

look like. 



What pastoral support will be provided? 

Classteachers will be the first point of call for support, followed by the SENDCo, Family Support 

worker and outside agencies where appropriate.  We are expecting children lower down the school 

will require lots of nurturing during this period. 

Will the children have access to the library to get books?  

No the library will be closed, some books in classrooms may be available.  We will not be sending 
any books home with children. 

What will classrooms look like? 

Classrooms will be stripped back with many items put away.  Desks will be spaced apart and there 

will be no soft furnishings, difficult to clean equipment and less displays.  Children will have their 

own pot on their desk to put equipment in. 

Can Year 6 pupils still bring mobile phones to the school office? 

Children will not be able to hand phones in to the school office.  Phones can remain in pupil’s bag 

switched off if absolutely necessary, but the school takes no responsibility for any damage or theft. 

 

Government links: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-
measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-
june 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-
prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-
june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public

